Benign transient hyperphosphatasia and HIV infection.
The disorder, benign transient hyperphosphatasia, has been defined previously as a condition occurring in a normal child with spontaneous, transient elevation of alkaline phosphatase. We report three cases of hyperphosphatasia in patients with congenital HIV infection and underlying liver disease which appear to satisfy the criteria for benign transient hyperphosphatasia despite the presence of chronic disease. These three children, when compared with three normal children with transient hyperphosphatasia exhibited similar patterns of change in serum alkaline phosphatase. Extreme elevation of serum alkaline phosphatase in HIV infected patients does not of itself suggest alterations in clinical status nor indicate the need for extensive evaluation.